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the moment. Theodora soon saw that it had been
nothing but a successful riot, followed by an unduly
loud exultation. It had not been instantly followed by an
irruption of armed men from the west and north. She
began to doubt whether a murder had been planned for
the meeting. Yet, if the murder had been done, and
Justinian killed, the exultation would have served very
well to usher in a new order.

She found a chance to visit Pappus5 theatre, to speak
to Rhesus and thank him. She found that not very much
serious damage had been done in the theatre. Some chairs
had been smashed; some stuffings cut; a variety of
missiles flung at the stage, and some paintwork and gild-
ing defaced.

Rhesus said, "Some plug-uglies came to ask who had
fastened the door, lady. I said the door was unfastened,
as I'd seen a man come through it; and it was unfastened
later. They tried to find out where I'd been. 1 said a
lady ordered me off the stage and I'd gone, so that I was
not around when the row began." Theodora was pleased
to think that this reply exactly squared with Nicanor's
orders to her.

Rhesus continued: "They went to old Megabyzus, to
ask who was near the door when he let the curtain down.
But Megabyzus said: 'All that side of the stage was
empty'. So they learned nothing from us, and thought
that the lock must have somehow caught. They were
only a set of plug-uglies, from the Sixth Ward."

"Did anybody come for the carpenter's tools?"

"Nobody asked for them, lady; but they disappeared
from the office where they'd been put."

"And the mallet and the wedge?"

"No. I kept those.  I just altered them a little,"
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